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What is NFM? 



As a landowner, why do NFM? How 
does it benefit you!
ǒ Asset Protection

ƺ Soil erosion & nutrient loss -> increase yield

ƺ Improved soil health & productivity -> increase 

yield

ƺ Flood risk to farm buildings, roads & farmland

ǒ Improved Soil Health & Productivity
ƺ Leaky dams, buffer strips, wetland creation help 

retain water in dry periods & reduce runoff in wet 

periods -> more resilient yields over time

ǒ Biodiversity 
ƺ NFM can increase bird populations, pollinators & 

fish habitats

ƺ This can enhance ecotourism potential or shooting 

value 

ƺ BNG opportunities

ǒ Strengthened Stakeholder Relationships 
ƺ Work with local authoritieséunlock partnerships & 

funding

ǒ Increase Land Value (Long-Term)?
ƺ Land with environmental resilience & ecosystem 

services is becoming more valuable



As a landowner, why do NFM? For 
public good!
ǒ Reduced Flood Risk to Communities 

ƺ Slows & stores water upstream & reduces peak river peaks 

during storms

ƺ Fewer flooded homes & businesses

ƺ Lower disruption to transport, schools & services

ǒ Improved Water Quality 
ƺ Slows runoff carrying fertilisers, sediment & pollution -> Cleaner 

rivers

ǒ Biodiversity Recovery
ƺ Creates & connects habitats -> rivers, wetlands

ƺ Supports increased flora & fauna 

ǒ Lower Cost 
ƺ ñHardò flood defences are more expensive 



Lincombe Goyle

Beacon Goyle

Home Farm Goyle

Two Goyles / Filcombe Goyle

Goyle NFM
250-300 leaky dams 
created

Sidbury School



Coppicing



Leaky Dam Creation 



Wetland Creation 



Buckton Hill

ǒ Check dams

ǒ Swales

ǒ Attenuation ponds



Castle Hill

Ottery Lane

Ottery Lane



Buckton Hill



Monitoring 
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What are we monitoring:

- Water level (7 sites) and rainfall across the streams
- 10 x time lapse cameras
- MoRPh - modular river survey
- Water quality and flow



Monitoring - water level & rainfall
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Monitoring - water level & rainfall
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Monitoring - time lapse cameras 
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Monitoring - MoRPh surveys 
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Monitoring - water quality
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Environment Agency have stipulated that water quality must be 
measured every 6 months, to include:
ǒ Temperature
ǒ Conductivity
ǒ Turbidity
ǒ Phosphate
ǒ Nitrate
ǒ Ammonia
ǒ pH

That takes a full day each time.

We are taking monthly readings (with flow) 
at the furthest downstream site only.


