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Is it just lost soil?
Lots of 
pores
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Soil Types and run-off potential



A year ago…
• 32,200 active Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFI) agreements in England

• ~50,000 active stewardship agreements

• The most popular SFI actions were the planning actions SAM1, NUM1, IPM1, HRW1, 
CSAM1, CNUM1, CIPM1

• 3,270,000ha / 38% of the utilised agricultural area in CSAM1

• The action covering the most land area in SFI23 is “No use of insecticide on arable 
crops and permanent crops” (IPM4), covering 715,000ha. The action covering the 
most land area in the SFI Expanded Offer is PRF1 (Variable rate application of 
nutrients), covering 148,000ha.

• 295,000 ha / 3.4% of land in options that temporarily take land out of production
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Sustainable Farming Incentive 2026
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Expired agreements



Sustainable Farming Incentive 2026

• Fewer actions. Less complexity. Easier to apply.

• 71 actions

• Agreement cap of £100k

• Rotational actions cannot increase in area from year 1 but can move and reduce 
in size

• Area limited actions incl. flower rich margins/blocks, pollen and nectar mixes, 
grassy field corners, winter buird food, in field grass strips, overwintered 
stubble etc
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SFI Planning

• With no definite release date set, aside from ‘June’  it is important to think 
about what and where SFI land management actions can go ahead of the 
application window opening.



Finding SFI actions to suit you

• Find Funding for Land or Farms

• Go to https://www.gov.uk/find-funding-for-land-or-farms 
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Capital Grants 2026

• Applications for PLANS open now

• PA1: Implementation plan

• PA2: Feasibility study

• PA3: Woodland management plan

• PA4: Agroforestry plan

• PA5: Moorland mapping plan

• PA7: Species management plan
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Capital Grants – July 2026
• Last open July-Aug 2025

• Estimated over 8000 applications were submitted in that time 
before the spending cap was reached

• Previous caps:
• £25,000 for water quality

• £25,000 for air quality

• £25,000 natural flood management

• £35,000 for boundaries, trees and orchards

• Start thinking…



Catchment Sensitive Farming

• Water, Air & Soil

• soil management

• nutrient, slurry, and manure management

• ammonia emission reduction

• farm infrastructure and machinery set-up

• pesticide handling

• water resources and natural flood management

• local environmental priorities

• land management



Woodland Grants 2026
Woodland Creation Planning Grant (WCPG)

• 5ha +

England Woodland Creation Offer (EWCO)

• >1ha (can be several blocks >0.1ha)

Woodland Carbon Code (WCC)

• UK’s voluntary carbon standard for woodland creation projects

• Sell the carbon sequestered in your woodland in the form of Woodland Carbon Units

Woodland Tree Health grants

Restoration Grant

• provides support for restocking woodland after felling due to a tree health issue

Improvement Grant

• provides support for the removal of trees and rhododendron infected with Phytophthora



Farmer Collaboration Fund

• £30 million pounds, over 3 years

• From farm to Fork

• Farmers are already coming together – sharing that best 
practice, managing rivers that cross boundaries, and 
accessing private investment that would otherwise be out of 
reach.

• The Batters Farming Profitability Review highlights that 
collaboration between farmers and indeed with experts will 
be key to closing the productivity gap and improving farm 
profitability.

• How will that look – Facilitation Fund?



Other Grants - competitive
• The Farming Equipment and Technology Fund (FETF):
• Equipment, technology and small infrastructure to boost productivity, improve 

slurry management and enhance animal health and welfare

• Grants of between £1,000 and £25,000 will be available. 

• £30 million for productivity and slurry

• £16.7 million will be available for animal health and welfare

• The farming Innovation Programme (FIP)
• builds on the opportunities unlocked by the Genetic Technology (Precision 

Breeding) Act 2023

• Net Zero farming

• Further Industry-led projects

• Accelerating Development of Practices and Technologies 
Fund (ADOPT – part of FIP) 

• Practical research projects will help to prove innovative ways of boosting farm 
productivity, food security and nature’s recovery across England.  



Magic – https://magic.defra.gov.uk
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Thank You
Any questions?

Milly Bowden

millybowden@WRT.org.uk

07930 371207

Yog Watkins

David Rolls
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