Land Management,
Water Quality and
Water Quantity

Milly Bowden
Farm Advisor
Westcountry Rivers Trust
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Bringing Rivers to Life

: '/‘li-&.f- S

£
>




SCHEMATIC CROSS SECTION OF THE SANDSTONE AND BRECCIA HILLS SHOWING
NATURALAND UNNATURAL SOIL WATER MOVEMENT

Unnatural overland flow over
degraded soil structure

Permeable v
sandstone [/ breccia
bedrock with overlying
permeable Head deposits

———— WATER TABLE L:'".-_'r_

Saturated zone IR

Groundwater gley soils

Brown earth soil



UNNATURAL SOILWATER
MOVEMENT

Rapid overland flow of rainwater
and soil erosion caused by soil
structural degradation with
greatly reduced porosity
generating a rapid flow response
to rainfall in local streams

Brown earth soil
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Soil Types and run-off potential

B

Individual plot work with a rain
simulator quantified the effect soil
compaction has on SPR figures. This
investigation was undertaken on a
Bromsgrove soil series (SPR=10%)

» VESS 1-10%
» VESS 2 - 35%
» VESS 3 - 60%
» VESS 4 - 85%
» VESS 5 / Severe cap - 95%

__ Shallow through flow
~" and overland flow

Deeper base flow

Hours from beginning of rainfall event




A year ago...

« 32,200 active Sustainable Farming Incentive (SFl) agreements in England

« ~50,000 active stewardship agreements

« The most popular SFI actions were the planning actions SAM1, NUMT, IPM1, HRW1,
CSAMT1, CNUM]I, CIPM1

« 3,270,000ha /38% of the utilised agricultural area in CSAMI

« The action covering the most land area in SFI23 is “No use of insecticide on arable
crops and permanent crops” (IPM4), covering 715,000ha. The action covering the
most land area in the SFI Expanded Offer is PRF1 (Variable rate application of
nutrients), covering 148,000ha.

« 295,000 ha/3.4% of land in options that temporarily take land out of production
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Sustainable Farming Incentive 2026

First
window

Second
window

Bringing Rivers to Life

Opens

June

September

Who can apply
Farmers with small farms
Farmers without existing environmental land

management agreements

All farmers

Expired agreements




Table 5. Farmland wildlife (grassland)
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SFI Planning

 With no definite release date set, aside from ‘June’ it is important to think
about what and where SFl land management actions can go ahead of the
application window opening.

5,04 ha)




Home

Findi N( Find funding for land or farms

From: Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Rural Payments Agency

Find out about grants and funding for farmers and land managers in England.
P F| nd Fu r We will add more grants and funding as we develop this tool.

You can search for actions you can get paid for as part of the Sustainable
e Go to hti Farming Incentive (SFI). The tool does not confirm your eligibility. Read
the SFl guidance to check if you're eligible and how you can apply.

Search by keyword, action name or code if you know it. Use the filters to
search by land types or areas of interest.

Search 101 results B Get emails R Subscribe to feed

ﬂ WBD2: Manage ditches

What you must do to get paid for this action and advice on how to doit.

A Land types Land types: Arable and 1 others

|:| Arable

WBD1: M d
|:| Coastal anage ponds

Areas of interest: Water availability and storage and 1 others  Payment types: Revenue

What you must do to get paid for this action and advice on how to doit.

I:l Farmyard Land types: Arable and 4 others
Areas of interest: Water availability and storage and 1 others  Payment types: Revenue

|:| Grassland
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Capital Grants 2026 RS

« Applications for PLANS open now
« PATL Implementation plan

 PA2: Feasibility study

« PA3: Woodland management plan
 PA4: Agroforestry plan

« PAS5: Moorland mapping plan

« PA7.Species management plan

Bringing Rivers to Life



Capital Grants — July 2026 S

» Last open July-Aug 2025

&5 GOV-UK

« Estimated over 8000 applications were submitted in that time
before the spending cap was reached

Home

Capital grant finder

* Previous caps:

From: Rural Payments Agency and Natural England

° £251OOO for Water q ua | Ity Use this tool to search for funded capital items and their supplements.

° £25,000 for air qua | Ity Use the Find funding for land or farms tool to search for funded actions and

their supplements.

« £25000 natural flood management

Search 151grants
e £35000 for boundaries, trees and orchards n 728 Tree guard (wood post and wire)
v Grant type TE7: Tree guard (wood post and rail)

e Start thinking...

~ Areas of interest PAS: Moorland mapping

PA4: Agroforestry plan

BN13: Top wiring - stone wall



Catchment & e P
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« Water, Air & Soil catch™®
« soil management
* nutrient, slurry, and man -

e ammonia emission reduci

« farm infrastructure and ma

« pesticide handling

« water resources and natural f.

emal

« local environmental priorities s v

pammbus'®

 |land management

)
page t ©

' Catchment
'\.“ Sensitive
~ Farming

Working together for
a healthy environment




Woodland Grants 2026

Woodland Creation Planning Grant (WCPG)
« Sha+

England Woodland Creation Offer (EWCO)
« >Tha (can be several blocks >0.1Tha)
Woodland Carbon Code (WCC)

 UK's voluntary carbon standard for woodland creation projects

* Sell the carbon sequestered in your woodland in the form of Woodland Carbon Units

Woodland Tree Health grants

Restoration Grant

» provides support for restocking woodland after felling due to a tree health issue
Improvement Grant

« provides support for the removal of trees and rhododendron infected with Phytophthor



Farmer Collaboration Fund

£30 million pounds, over 3 years

From farm to Fork

Farmers are already coming together — sharing that best
practice, managing rivers that cross boundaries, and
accessing private investment that would otherwise be out of
reach.

The Batters Farming Profitability Review highlights that
collaboration between farmers and indeed with experts will
be key to closing the productivity gap and improving farm
profitability.

How will that look — Facilitation Fund?




Other Grants - competitive S

The Farming Equipment and Technology Fund (FETF):

Equipment, technology and small infrastructure to boost productivity, improve
slurry management and enhance animal health and welfare

Grants of between £1,000 and £25,000 will be available.
£30 million for productivity and slurry

£16.7 million will be available for animal health and welfare

The farming Innovation Programme (FIP)

builds on the opportunities unlocked by the Genetic Technology (Precision
Breeding) Act 2023

Net Zero farming

Further Industry-led projects

Accelerating Development of Practices and Technologies
Fund (ADOPT - part of FIP)

Practical research projects will help to prove innovative ways of boosting farm
productivity, food security and nature'’s recovery across England.
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millybowden@WRT.org.uk
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